ters of money and matters of the soul; and finally, the expression of concern over the ambiguous juxtaposition of free will and fate. To enlarge upon this discussion, perhaps students may become even more involved by having the teacher call their attention to the last part of Chapter Two, "The Carpet-
Yes, these eyes are windows, and this body of mine is the house. What a pity they didn't stop up the chinks and the crannies though, and thrust in a little lint here and there. But it's too late to make any improvements now. The universe is finished: the copestone is on, and the chips were carted off a million years ago.
Here, of course, the teacher also has unlimited opportunities to discuss literary style.
Moving on to a series of sections that are especially profitable, I like to emphasize those involving Ishmael's meeting, friendship, and conversations with Queequeg. After a discussion of one of Melville's delightful, perceptive asides that "people like to be private when they are sleeping," students are amused by de- means to hima subject that "as yet remains unsaid." It is "the whiteness of the whale that above all things appalled me," says Ishmael, admitting at the same time his a awareness that white is also paradoxically a symbol of beauty and purity. He recognizes white to be "the emblem of many touching, noble things," listing a page of examples before insisting that, nevertheless, "there yet lurks an elusive something in the innermost idea of this hue, which strikes more of panic to the soul than that redness which affrights in blood." Students are often fascinated by the variety of his examples: the milk-white fog, the albatross, ghosts, or the Albino who "so peculiarly repels and often shocks the eye, as that sometimes he is loathed by his own kith and kin!" Following the artistry of this masterfully organized chapter, students are led to an apprecia- folly: for what can the man do that cometh after the King?" Then I remember the answer: "even that which bath been already done."5 The great work of art demands repeated study for "Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing?" 5Ecclesiastes 11.12 in the King James Version.°E cclesiastes VIII.1 in the King James Version.
